
Insider Special Report: Tuscany
Tuscan wine lovers are going to have a lot to celebrate this year. Many of the top wines in the out-

standing year of 2006 are coming on to the market. Moreover, the excellent 2007 vintage will follow. 

I don’t think there have ever been two back-to-back vintages with so much quality in the region.

It wasn’t that the harvests in 2006 and 2007 were perfect. There was some intermittent rain in 

August and September in both years, and those two months generally make or break a vintage due 

to the crucial growing period for the vines. But most producers today are savvy enough in their 

vineyards and cellars to offset any slight declines in quality to their grapes or wines due to poor 

weather. And they did just that in 2006 and 2007. More important, most of the days were bright and 

sunny, giving the vines lots of energy with which to ripen their grapes.

What I love about the 2006s are their fabulous aromas. They are so bright and perfumed, especially 

the Sangioveses. In addition, they are rich and structured, with lots of ripe fruit and tannins. They re-

mind me of the legendary 1997 vintage, but slightly more polished and refined. The top 2005s are very 

close to the excellent 2004s but a little softer in texture. 

Included in this report is just a fraction of the outstanding wines from my blind tastings. Check out 

the Hot Wines on page 4 for this issue’s top scorers, and see my annual Tuscany tasting report in the 

Oct. 31 issue of Wine Spectator for even more highlights. 				           —James Suckling

Marvin R. Shanken Editor and Publisher
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Tuscany
Luce della Vite
Toscana Luce 2005
93 points | $87 | 2,000 cases imported | Red
Shows blackberry, dark chocolate and roasted coffee on the nose. 

Full-bodied, with velvety, almost chewy tannins and lots of rich 

fruit that finishes with a vanilla bean and coffee aftertaste. Rich 

and delicious, but will be better with a few years of bottle age. 

Sangiovese and Merlot. Best after 2011.—J.S.

La Massa
Toscana 2006
93 points | $28 | 1,100 cases imported | Red
Rich, almost decadent aromas of crushed berry, meat and mole. 

Turns floral. Full-bodied, with velvety tannins and a long, caress-

ing finish. A beauty. Best after 2011.—J.S.

Tua Rita
Toscana Giusto di Notri 2006
93 points | $111 | 150 cases imported | Red
Offers black licorice and currant, with hints of vanilla. Full-bodied, 

with chewy tannins and a solid core of ripe fruit. This is big and 

juicy, but tight and powerful. Needs time. Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Merlot, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot. Best after 2011.—J.S.

Antinori
Toscana Tignanello 2005
92 points | $95 | 26,250 cases made | Red
Pretty and fresh aromas of flowers, berry and licorice. Full-bodied, 

with ultrafine tannins and a solid core of fruit. Very pretty and bal-

anced. Sangiovese, Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc. Best 

after 2011.—J.S.
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Brancaia in Maremma
Maremma Toscana Ilatraia 2006
92 points | $60 | 590 cases imported | Red
Shows aromas of currant and fresh herbs, such as basil and sage. 

Full-bodied, with silky tannins and a balanced, pretty, juicy finish. 

Delicious already. This is always outstanding. Cabernet Sauvignon, 

Sangiovese and Petit Verdot. Best after 2009.—J.S.

Casalvento
Toscana Janus 2005
92 points | $54 | 300 cases imported | Red
Licorice, tar and mint aromas follow through to a full body, with 

a solid core of fruit and silky, refined tannins. Long and beautiful. 

Cabernet Sauvignon. Best after 2011.—J.S.

Casanova di Neri
Toscana Pietradonice 2005
92 points | $115 | 150 cases imported | Red
Dark ruby in color. Blackberry, mint and mineral aromas follow 

through to a full body, with superpolished tannins and a long, long 

finish. This is structured and very beautiful. Cabernet Sauvignon. 

Best after 2013.—J.S.

Dei
Toscana Sancta Catharina 2006
92 points | $50 | 100 cases imported | Red
This is rich and decadent on the nose, with blackberry, coffee 

and vanilla aromas. Full-bodied and very concentrated. Round-

textured. New World-like. Impressive and rich. Prugnolo Gentile 

(Sangiovese), Syrah, Cabernet Sauvignon and Petit Verdot. Best 

after 2010.—J.S.

Bibi Graetz
Toscana Grilli del Testamatta 2006
92 points | $35 | 750 cases imported | Red
There’s beautiful fruit in this wine, with berry, chocolate, and In-

dian spices. Full-bodied, with velvety tannins and a long, flavorful 

finish. This has loads of fruit, yet it’s refined and balanced. Sangio-

vese, Colorino and Canaiolo. Best after 2011.—J.S.

Marchesi Pancrazi
Colorino Toscana Casaglia 2005
92 points | $31 | 100 cases imported | Red
Dark in color, with blackberry and mint aromas that follow 

through to a full body, with a solid core of fruit and a long, caress-

ing finish. Chewy. Impressive. Best after 2009.—J.S.

San Luciano
Toscana D’Ovidio 2005
92 points | $58 | 300 cases imported | Red
Offers slightly decadent aromas of mushroom and leather, with 

ripe fruit. Full-bodied, with soft tannins and a long, caressing 

finish. Layered and rich. Sangiovese, Montepulciano, Merlot and 

Cabernet Sauvignon. Best after 2011.—J.S.

Savignola Paolina
Toscana Il Granaio 2006
92 points | $41 | 70 cases imported | Red
Ripe blueberry and strawberry aromas follow through to a full 

body, with silky tannins and a long, caressing finish. Polished and 

balanced. Sangiovese and Merlot. Best after 2010.—J.S.

Sette Ponti
Toscana Crognolo 2006
92 points | $36 | 3,200 cases imported | Red
Offers very, very pretty aromas of crushed berry and green cof-

fee bean. Full-bodied, with super well-integrated tannins and a 

polished, caressing mouthfeel. Why wait? Sangiovese and Merlot. 

Drink now through 2012.—J.S.

Villa Pillo
Toscana Borgoforte 2006
92 points | $12 | 500 cases imported | Red
Very aromatic, with blackberry, black cherry and licorice. Full-

bodied, with firm, silky tannins and a long, beautiful finish. Gor-

geous. Sangiovese, Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot. Best after 

2010.—J.S.

Viticcio
Toscana Monile 2005
92 points | $55 | 250 cases imported | Red
Displays aromas of black currant and flowers. Full-bodied, with 

supersilky tannins and a long, fruity aftertaste of light vanilla. Bal-

anced, polished and refined. Best after 2011.—J.S.

Aia Vecchia
Toscana Lagone 2006
91 points | $16 | 2,500 cases imported | Red
Has sweet berry and fresh herbs on the nose. Full-bodied, with 

soft, velvety tannins and a long, rich finish. Tight now, but shows 

excellent potential. Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet 

Franc. Best after 2010.—J.S.

Barone Ricasoli
Toscana Casalferro 2005
91 points | $54 | 1,000 cases imported | Red
Licorice, mineral and blackberry aromas follow through to a full 

body, with chewy tannins and lots of juicy fruit. Always outstand-

ing. Sangiovese and Merlot. Best after 2011.—J.S.

Fattoria di Basciano
Colli della Toscana Centrale I Pini 2006
91 points | $24 | 500 cases imported | Red
Dark purple in color, with aromas of blackberry, black licorice and 

light raisin. Full-bodied, with velvety tannins and a long, rich finish. 

Beautiful and complex. Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and Syrah. 

Best after 2010.—J.S.
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Fattoria di Basciano
Colli della Toscana Centrale Vigna Il Corto 2006
91 points | $26 | 350 cases imported | Red
Blackberry, violet, milk chocolate and currant aromas follow 

through to a full body, with velvety tannins and berry, dark 

chocolate and light dried herb flavors. Sangiovese and Cabernet 

Sauvignon. Best after 2010.—J.S.

Boscarelli
Toscana 2005
91 points | $109 | 200 cases imported | Red
Offers currant and blackberry, with hints of sage. Full-bodied, with 

silky tannins, yet slightly chewy. Turns smoky, with toasty oak and 

spices. Sangiovese, Merlot and Carmenère. Best after 2010.—J.S.

Brancaia
Toscana Il Blu 2006
91 points | $60 | 1,250 cases imported | Red
Shows fresh, focused aromas of currant, berry and hints of vanilla. 

Full-bodied, with medium chewy tannins and a rich milk chocolate 

and berry aftertaste. Sangiovese, Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon. 

Best after 2010.—J.S.

Castellare di Castellina
Merlot Toscana Poggio ai Merli 2006
91 points | $112 | 60 cases imported | Red
Offers black olive, blackberry and cappuccino. Full-bodied, with 

soft, round tannins and a citrus fruit, berry and coffee aftertaste. 

Best after 2009.—J.S.

Le Cinciole
Toscana Camalaione 2005
91 points | $45 | 130 cases imported | Red
Very ripe and rich on the nose, showing currant and licorice 

aromas that follow through to a full body, with silky tannins and 

a long, caressing finish. Pretty and extremely enticing. Cabernet 

Sauvignon, Merlot and Syrah. Best after 2010.—J.S.

Ferrero
Cabernet Maremma Toscana Ca 2006
91 points | $26 | 40 cases imported | Red
Aromas of currant and dried spices follow through to a full body, 

with excellent concentration and a long finish. Thick and pretty. 

Best after 2010.—J.S.

Granchiaia
Toscana Selezione 2006
91 points | $80 | 350 cases made | Red
This is very Cabernet, with currant, vanilla and a little mint. Full 

and rich, with silky tannins and a long finish. There’s a solid core 

of berry and a minty character on the palate. Cabernet Sauvignon. 

Best after 2012.—J.S.

Luce della Vite
Toscana Lucente 2006
91 points | $30 | 5,500 cases imported | Red
There’s plenty of fresh strawberry and currant on the nose. Full-

bodied, with silky tannins and a solid core of ripe fruit. Long and 

caressing. Rich and dense, yet balanced and refined. The best 

Lucente ever. Merlot, Sangiovese and Cabernet Sauvignon. Best 

after 2011.—J.S.

Fattoria di Magliano
Maremma Toscana Poggio Bestiale 2006
91 points | $55 | 500 cases imported | Red
Shows blackberry jam, with hints of dried fruitcake. Full-bodied, 

with chewy tannins and a licorice, blackberry and light vanilla af-

tertaste. Big and rich. Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon. Best after 

2011.—J.S.

Montecalvi
Sangiovese Toscana Vieille Vigne 2006
91 points | $72 | 100 cases imported | Red
Shows raspberry and cherry aromas, with hints of flowers. Me-

dium- to full-bodied, with a solid core of ripe, pretty fruit and a 

long, caressing finish. Old-vine Sangiovese. Delicious. Best after 

2010.—J.S.

Moris Farms
Maremma Toscana Avvoltore 2006
91 points | $62 | 400 cases imported | Red
Has plenty of plummy aromas, with hints of flowers and vanilla. 

Full-bodied, offering lovely berry and currant fruit character, with 

soft tannins and a long, fresh finish. This is always excellent. San-

giovese, Cabernet Sauvignon and Syrah. Best after 2009.—J.S.

Piazzano
Syrah Colli della Toscana Centrale 2006
91 points | $35 | 220 cases made | Red
Aromas of black licorice, plum skin, flowers and sandalwood. Full-

bodied, with soft, silky tannins and a coffee, berry and chocolate 

aftertaste. Rich and balanced. This producer continues to make 

impressive Syrah. Best after 2010.—J.S.

San Fabiano Calcinaia
Cabernet Sauvignon Toscana 2006
91 points | $46 | 100 cases imported | Red
Has a very pretty nose of currant, raspberry and nectarine. Full-

bodied, with supersilky tannins and a long, caressing finish. Very 

polished and pretty. Needs some time, but this is already beauti-

ful. Best after 2010.—J.S.

San Michele a Torri
Colli della Toscana Centrale Murtas 2005
91 points | $39 | 710 cases imported | Red
A beautiful floral wine, with currant and berry aromas that follow 

through to a full body, with fine tannins and a long, caressing 

finish. Sangiovese, Cabernet Sauvignon and Colorino. Best after 

2010.—J.S.



Bibi Graetz
Toscana Testamatta 2006
98 points | $120 | 200 cases imported | Red
Beautiful blackberry, coffee bean and chocolate aromas, with 

toasted oak undertones. Full-bodied, with supervelvety tannins 

and a follow through that lasts for minutes. So much milk choco-

late and fruity character on the finish. I am in love with this wine. 

Fabulous pure Sangiovese. So layered and mind-blowing. Shows 

the great quality of the vintage. Best after 2011. From Italy.—J.S.

Sette Ponti
Toscana Oreno 2006
96 points | $110 | 1,600 cases imported | Red
Shows loads of black licorice, blackberry and toasty oak. Full-

bodied, with supersilky tannins and a long, long finish. Has 

wonderful concentration and balance. Structured. The best Oreno 

ever. Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and Sangiovese. Best after 2013. 

From Italy.—J.S.

Fontodi
Colli della Toscana Centrale Flaccianello 2005
94 points | $100 | 700 cases imported | Red
Shows complex and subtle aromas of blackberry, black licorice 

and cedar, with just a hint of dried spices. Full-bodied, with a won-

derful concentration of fruit, chewy tannins and a long, long finish. 

Powerful and layered. Sangiovese. Best after 2012. From Italy.—J.S.

Montecalvi
Toscana San Pietro 2006
94 points | $90 | 85 cases imported | Red
Shows wonderful aromas of intense blackberry, dark licorice and 

subtle mint. Full-bodied, with velvety tannins and a long, long 

finish. This is fruit-forward, but balanced and refined. Hard not 

to drink now. A fantastic new wine from this estate. Cabernet 

Sauvignon, with Merlot, Syrah and Alicante. Best after 2011. From 

Italy.—J.S.

Oliveto
Maremma Toscana Poggio Mandorlo 2005
94 points | $95 | 200 cases imported | Red
Very pretty and fresh, with a focused blackberry and mineral char-

acter. Full-bodied, with a wonderful core of ripe fruit and a silky 

and soft texture. This is so focused and pretty. Balanced and com-

plex. Merlot and Cabernet Franc. Best after 2011. From Italy.—J.S.

Querceto di Castellina
Merlot Toscana Podalirio 2006
94 points | $45 | 90 cases imported | Red
Dark in color, with amazing aromas of crushed berry, violet and 

raspberry. Turns to mineral and fresh spices. Full-bodied, with 

ultrafine tannins and a long, caressing finish. Complex, rich and 

refined. An amazing wine from this producer. Best after 2010. 

From Italy.—J.S.
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HOT WINES
These are the most exciting discoveries from our editors’ most recent tastings, pub-

lished exclusively in Wine Spectator Insider. They are high-scoring, low-production 

wines from around the world that may be difficult to find, but are worth seeking out.

Wine Spectator’s tasting staff includes 15 people in four offices. 

They work together to review more than 15,000 wines each 

year, more than any other publication. Together, our seven se-

nior tasters count more than 140 years of tasting experience. 

  We always taste wine blind in our offices in San Francisco, 

Napa, New York and Tuscany, and in the vineyard regions of 

Europe. This is your guarantee that our reviews are fair and 

objective, and that a wine’s reputation or price does not influ-

ence its score. Each editor specializes in the wines of specific 

regions; their initials identify the taster of each wine reviewed. 

We score wines using the 100-point scale, explained below.

James Laube Senior editor, Napa

Joined Wine Spectator in 1983. Tasting beat: California 

Kim Marcus Managing editor, New York

Joined Wine Spectator in 1988. Tasting beat: 

Austria, Greece, Portugal, southern France

Thomas Matthews Executive editor, New York

Joined Wine Spectator in 1988. Tasting beat: 

New York, Spain

James Molesworth Senior editor, New York

Joined Wine Spectator in 1997. Tasting beat: Argentina, Chile, 

Loire Valley, Rhône Valley, South Africa

Bruce Sanderson Tasting director, New York

Joined Wine Spectator in 1993. Tasting beat: Alsace, Burgundy, 

Champagne, Germany

Harvey Steiman Editor at large, San Francisco

Joined Wine Spectator in 1983. Tasting beat:  

Australia, New Zealand, Oregon, Washington 

James Suckling European bureau chief, Italy

Joined Wine Spectator in 1981. Tasting beat:  

Bordeaux, Italy, Port

Tasting staff: 

Jo Cooke (Veneto),  

Tim Fish (California), 

Alison Napjus (Alsace),  

Daniel Sogg (New Zealand), 

MaryAnn Worobiec (California)

Wine Spectator’s 100-Point Scale
95–100	C lassic
90–94	 Outstanding
85–89	 Very good
80–84	 Good
75–79	 Mediocre
50–74	N ot recommended
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